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Course description

In our days, citizenship debates have become highly topical in states of migrant destination. The
issue in terms of public policy and social research has more or less to do with the modalities of
nationality acquisition by first, second or even third generation migrants. However, this is only
one aspect of the whole citizenship theoretical debate: if one focuses only on that aspect due to
the obvious importance it has acquired today in Europe, then risks missing the whole picture
which is, in the long run, shaped by the particular self perception that the national community,
the body politic, forms for itself. It is all about the identity of “We, the people”. Citizenship
debates illuminate state ideologies, administrative practices and legal norms forming the hard
core of power relations in every society. Citizenship should then be perceived as a
differentiating concept: it includes through exclusion as it is always based on particularistic
considerations regarding access to membership. Further more though, several forms of
quasi-citizenship are developed alongside with new legal notions regarding links with the host
country such as the notion of “strong country ties”. This is par excellence the case for migrants
who claim the nationality of the state they live in.

Objectives

The aim of the course is to raise such questions from the contemporary debate and institutional
developments on citizenship and migration in Greece and Europe through a comparative
interdisciplinary approach based on political theory, historical understanding and legal analysis.

Learning outcomes

At the end of the seminars, students will be able to:
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- Be aware of historical, legal and political data concerning the development of citizenship in
Greece and Europe.

- Analyze general or specific aspects of developments in Greece and Europe in relation to
immigration and citizenship.

Structure

The module will include interactive lectures supported, where appropriate, by texts and
PowerPoint presentations; student discussions of pre-issued questions and key readings. In
every seminar session selected texts will be handed out as support material and as “food for
thought” for the next seminar session.

Students’ Assessment

Assessment will be through a written exam at the end of the seminars.
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