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Course Description

  

This course introduces students to basic principles of health and health care services and
defines and analyses the factors that influence health policy design and implementation. More
specifically, the course discusses the relationship between health needs and health services
planning and provision, the peculiarities of the health care market, health care funding models
as well as national and international experience with health care reforms. Added emphasis is
placed on the theoretical and empirical analysis of the impact of economic environment on
population health needs and health systems organization and delivery. The course also
discusses in depth a series of advanced health policy issues, such as health promotion and
disease prevention, patient empowerment in health policy decision making, addressing health
professionals’ ongoing training needs, research and development of new diagnostic and
therapeutic tools, pharmaceutical policy, e-health, quality assurance in health services provision
etc.

  

Objectives

  

The course aims to:

    
    -  Provide postgraduate students with an in depth understanding of key and complex
concepts in health and health services;   
    -  Introduce students to the rationale and impetus for health care reform and the need for
choice and prioritization in health policy decision making, especially in the context of specific
economic, political and social needs;   
    -  Provide students with capabilities to critically analyze individual functions of health care
systems, applying principles of cross-functional analysis.   

  

 1 / 3



Health policy and planning

Learning Outcomes

  

Following course completion, post graduate students should:

    
    -  Have an in depth knowledge on health policy and planning issues and challenges and be
able to assess specific policy choices in a wider political, economic and societal context;   
    -  Be able to undertake research protocols related to health policy and apply contemporary
tools for health policy analysis;   
    -  Be able to propose solutions and advocate for choices in critical health policy issues,
based on international best practice and experience.   

  

Structure

  

Seven (7) three-hour lectures

  

Students’ assessment

  

Students are assessed via a written exam, which includes the discussion of at least one current,
critical, cross functional, health policy challenge.
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