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Short Description:

  

Social Policy is focused on those aspects of the economy, society and polity that are necessary
to human existence and the means by which they can be provided. These basic human needs
include: food and shelter, a sustainable and safe environment, the promotion of health and
treatment of the sick, the care and support of those unable to live a fully independent life; and
the education and training of individuals to a level that enables them fully to participate in their
society. The study of Social Policy is designed to reflect on the ways in which different societies
have developed ways of meeting these needs, or have failed to do so. This is an introductory
course/discussion of the multi-disciplinary academic field of social policy, emphasizing issues of
definition, scope, ideas, and content of social policies. This includes the formation and
development of social policy, the evolution of the aims and principles of the welfare state,
problems of redistributive justice and ethical issues in social policy, concepts of need and social
welfare. Examples arising from contemporary social policy in Greece contribute to a wider
understanding of the social policy issues.

  

Aims:

  

The aim of this course is to help students understand basic concepts, different theoretical
approaches and major questions in Social Policy. Students will be expected to understand
these different approaches and explore their implications from the perspective of different
disciplinary and ideological traditions. Most importantly, students will be encouraged to realise
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the crucial role of Social Policy in social and individual welfare.

  

Learning Outcomes:

  

By completing this course students are expected to be able to:

    
    -  understand and use basic concepts of the Social Policy discipline  
    -  understand and use basic concepts of social policies – the Social Policy field and
intervention   
    -  understand and describe the main fields and methods of Social Policy  
    -  discuss and understand current Social Policy problems/issues  

  

Structure:

  

13 three-hour lectures.

  

Assessment:

  

Students will be evaluated on the basis of a written examination at the end of the semester.
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